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A select member of jazz’s piano pantheon, Fred Hersch is a pervasively influential creative force 
who has shaped the music’s course over more than three decades as an improviser, composer, 
educator, bandleader, collaborator and recording artist. A twelve-time Grammy Award 
nominee, he continues to earn jazz’s most prestigious awards, including recent distinctions as a 
2016 Doris Duke Artist, 2016 Jazz Pianist of the Year from the Jazz Journalists Association and 
the 2017 Prix in Honorem Jazz for the entirety of his career from l'Académie Charles Cros in 
France. 
 
Hersch has long defined jazz’s creative edge in a wide variety of settings, from his breathtaking 
solo recitals and exploratory duos to his extraordinary trios and innovative chamber settings. 
With some three dozen albums to his credit as a leader or co-leader, he consistently wins an 
international array of awards and lavish critical praise for his albums. The 2015 Palmetto 
album Fred Hersch SOLO , his tenth solo disc won the French Grand Prix de Disque de 
L’Académie de Jazz. His 2016 release, Sunday Night at the Vanguard (Palmetto), is a definitive 
statement by his long-running trio with bassist John Hébert and drummer Eric McPherson; it 
earned Hersch two Grammy nominations. His newest solo CD Open Book also earned two 
Grammy nominations as well as the 2017 Prix In Honorem Jazz from l'Académie Charles Cros. 
  
Hersch has earned similar distinction with his writing, garnering a 2003 Guggenheim Fellowship 
in Composition. He’s collaborated with an astonishing range of artists throughout the worlds of 
jazz (Joe Henderson, Charlie Haden, Art Farmer, Stan Getz, Bill Frisell); classical (Renée Fleming, 
Dawn Upshaw, Christopher O'Riley); and Broadway (Audra McDonald). Long admired for his 
sympathetic work with singers, Hersch has joined with such notable jazz vocalists as Nancy King, 
Janis Siegel, Cecile McLorin Salvant, Norma Winstone and Kurt Elling. 
   
The feature documentary The Ballad of Fred Hersch premiered at the prestigious Full Frame Film 
Festival in March 2016 to a sold-out house and rave reviews and is now streaming on Vimeo. His 
memoir, Good Things Happen Slowly, was published in 2017 by Crown Books/Random House. 
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